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Duraiswamy ’20 
Named Valedictorian

Carina Li ’22
Copy Editor

Duraiswamy will address the School community on May 31 and Tokarski will address the V Form on May 29.

Chaput Named 
Faculty Speaker

The Class of 2020 selected His-
tory Master and Co-Chair of the 
Interdisciplinary Department Erik 
Chaput as the class’s faculty speaker 
who will address students at the vir-
tual Alumni Induction Ceremony on 
May 23. Outside of the classroom, 
Chaput leads the Big Red Track 
and Field Program and serves as the 
head coach for the Girls Indoor and 
Outdoor Track Teams. In terms of 
residential life, he has been the As-
sistant Housemaster of the Griswold 
House for the past four years.

Chaput came to Lawrenceville 
in 2013 with his wife English Mas-
ter Katie Chaput. “The opportunity 
came up to be a husband and wife 
team heading the track and field 
programs, so we left our home in 
Massachusetts and moved to New 
Jersey. We immediately felt at home 
in the history and English depart-
ments during our first year...My 
greatest joy of working here is that I 
get to share the experience with my 
wife Katie [Chaput],” he said.

Reflecting on the current V Form-
ers, Erik Chaput said, “In my seven 
years at Lawrenceville, the Class of 
2020 is without question the one 
that I feel that I have had the most 
connection with.” Not only does he 
have fond memories of meeting stu-
dents in the Mackenzie Administra-
tion Building when they came in for 
their interviews, but during the fall, 
he also wrote over 20 recommenda-
tion letters, worked with several ath-
letes on recruitment, and engaged 
with several members of the Class 
of 2020 in the Heely Scholars Pro-
gram.

Thinking back on his time at 
Lawrenceville, Erik Chaput cited 
that the students at Lawrenceville 
are one of the highlights of his ca-
reer. He said, “I truly feel [like] I 
have the best job in the world...Their 
passion and energy inspire me day in 
and day out to get better.” He later 
added that he “could not think of 
another institution that would af-
ford [him] the opportunity to do 
what [he loves] during the day—
teaching U.S. History—and then in 
the afternoon coach the sport that 
[he is] most passionate about—track 
and field.” 

Reflecting on how Erik Chaput 
has helped him as an advisor, Manoc 
Joa-Griffith ’22 commented, “Even 
while we are in quarantine, he con-
tinues to contact and support me. 
I’m very lucky to have him as a men-
tor.”

Different Murder, 
Same Injustice 

Tiara McKinney ’21 
explains the lessons that 
America should learn from 
Ahmaud Arbery’s murder 
and the aftermath.
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Girls Varsity Crew 
Off-Campus

 
Kyle Park ’23 speaks with 
Girls Varsity Crew Captains 
Audrey Craighead ’20 and 
Samika Hariharan ’20 to 
see what the team has been 
doing in quarantine.
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Ashley Duraiswamy ’20 has been 
selected as the Class of 2020 Valedic-
torian. Each year, the Valedictorian is 
selected from a group of V Formers 
as the individual with the highest 
academic achievements, curiosity, and 
intellectual vitality. Duraiswamy will 
address the V Form at this year’s vir-
tual graduation ceremony on May 31. 

Duraiswamy is an editor of The 
Lawrenceville Historical Review, 
The Linguist, and Prize Papers. Her 
writing has been published in The 
Lit and Working Title. She is also 
Co-President of the School’s Cre-
ative Writing Club, President of the 
Classics Club, and a two-time finalist 
in the Woodrow Wilson Speaking 
Competition and the Poetry Out 
Loud Competition

The process of naming this year’s 
Valedictorian started with House-
masters and Assistant Housemasters 
nominating certain students.  A group 
of faculty, including Housemasters, 
Deans, and V Form Level Director 
Jason Larson H’03 ‘19, then discussed 
the nominees. According to Larson, 
they took into consideration the 
rigor of their academic schedules as 
they wanted “somebody who excels 
in the humanities, math and science, 
someone who is involved in extracur-
riculars, and someone [who] studies 
and follows their passion outside 
of the classroom.” “Ultimately, the 
person who becomes Valedictorian...
is very well respected amongst the 
faculty who are discussing the top 
scholars,” said Larson. 

Once a decision was reached 
through a faculty vote, Larson called 
Duraiswamy with the news. “She was 
so happy and...thankful when I called 
her,” he said. “It was one of the most 

fun things I [got] to do all year.”
For Duraiswamy, the news was 

a surprise. “At first I was just very 
shocked. It took me awhile just to...
get over that,” she said. “Afterwards, I 
was deeply honored, but I was also a 
bit worried about how the speech was 
going to go...It’s not just an empty title 
that you can put on your resume. It’s...a 
responsibility...to make sure that even 
if it’s just five or eight minutes, [I] 
give a decent speech to the School...
[and] say goodbye to everyone after 
four years of being together.”

Because this year’s graduation will 
be held virtually, Duraiswamy plans 
on incorporating some of what she 
has learned from being away from 
campus into her speech. “I don’t want 
to spend my whole speech...lamenting 
that we couldn’t be on campus, because 
I think everyone feels that way...but 
at the same time not being there...
has made me realize and appreciate 
a lot of the things before that I took 
for granted,” she said. “The last [term] 
has given me a new angle in which I 
look at the School, and that’s helped 
me when it comes to designing my 
speech.”

Duraiswamy’s speech will be 
pre-recorded and shared online, a 
sizable change from past years; but, 
she still plans on preserving a sense 
of normalcy. “I hope, in a way, that I 
can...make everyone feel that even 
though we already left campus, we’re 
still in the process of graduating from 
Lawenceville, and in that way it’s the 
same as it’s been in the past years,” 
she said.

Reflecting on her time at 
Lawrenceville, Duraiswamy said, “Be-
cause of the supportive envrionment, 
I’ve managed to get through these 
four years...I couldn’t really imagine a 
Lawrenceville in which people didn’t 
support each other.”

Last Friday, the V Form chose 
Andrew Tokarski ’20 as its Aurelian 
Speaker. The Aurelian Speaker is a 
student of “sterling character, high 
scholarship, and forceful leadership” 
who is held in “the highest regard” 
by their peers and is elected by a 
graduating class to serve as one of 
its Commencement speakers. Under 
normal circumstances, he would 
deliver his speech during the Bac-
calaureate dinner the night before 
Commencement; however, because 
this year’s graduation will be virtual, 
he will instead address the V Form 
during an online Senior School 
Meeting on May 29.

Tokarski serves as the Vice 
President of Academics on Student 
Council, a day student prefect in 
Kennedy House, and a captain of the 
Boys Varsity Crew and Boys Varsity 
Squash teams. He is also a Hutchins 
Scholar, a member of the Honor 
Council, and a part of the School’s 
Eglin and McClellan societies. 

One of Tokarski’s favorite things 
about being both the Academic Rep-
resentative and a prefect is “seeing 
people smile or laugh, and just trying 
to brighten their day…one little goal 
[he] had set for [himself ] each day 
was to try and make someone smile,” 
which is the legacy that he hopes to 
leave at Lawrenceville. 

Upon learning of his selection, his 
first reaction was to “think of [his] 
classmates and the prospect of having 
all of [them] together again.” While 
he was saddened that they could not 
be together for their graduation, he 
“has hope that [they] can reunite 
and…say goodbye one last time.”

“None of us could have known 
what was going to happen this spring, 
but I’m certain that we’ll find a way 

The Unseen Side 
of the Ballet Stage

Madeleine Tsung ‘21 
discusses her past and 
present experiences with 
dance and the hidden 
truth behind ballet. 

Page 6

Ankita Suri ’21/THE LAWRENCE

riChard Zhou ’22
nEws assoCiatE

to make the best of our situation. We 
always do. I’m proud to be named 
the Aurelian Speaker for this year 
but even more so to be a part of the 
Class of 2020,” Tokarski said.

To him, the Aurelian Speaker’s 
closing speech is often used to pro-
vide “a little bit of closure, which is 
especially meaningful because the 
students get to choose whom they 
want to get this final message from.” 
However, in his speech, Tokarski 
intends to “provide a little bit of 
hope about the future” due to the 
circumstances of COVID-19, as well 
as to bring the class together and 
help them understand that they’re 
still united as the Class of 2020, 
regardless of if they are online or 
on campus.

R e g a rd i n g  h i s  t i m e  a t 
Lawrenceville, Tokarski reminisced 
about some of his most important 
memories. He said, “I think my 
proudest moment…was my Aca-
demic Representative speech from 
my junior year. When I got up there 
and saw a lot of people laugh and 
smile…That’s what made me know 
I was doing something right…That 
was the big moment when everything 
just seemed to come together.” It 
made him truly understand how 
truly unified and welcoming the 
Lawrenceville community is and 
furthered his excitement for the role 
as Academic Representative.

Giving some advice for newer 
students, Tokarski said that he un-
derstands how “It’s not easy being a 
freshman: you’re new, the campus 
seems huge, and there’s so many 
kids,” but he noted that as he moved 
through Lawrenceville, he was able 
to find “a sense of belonging,” and 
by senior year, “the campus feels a 
whole lot smaller, and you feel like 
you know everybody.”  

autri Basu ’23

Tokarski ’20 Named 
Aurelian Speaker 
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Think back to freshman or 
sophomore year, when you sat 
in the Gruss Center for Arts 

and Design, Clark Music Center, or the 
Kirby Arts Center learning about visual 
and performing arts. Did you arrive at 
Lawrenceville anticipating your man-
dated two or three terms of art? Did 
you enjoy the class, and did it feel ful-
filling?  Many students would probably 
answer “yes” to some of these questions, 
but not everyone would, especially as 
some would say that these courses did 
not necessarily bring them fulfillment 
and growth.

Not everyone will enjoy every class 
we take at Lawrenceville from start to 
finish, but we should recognize that 
the high school experience involves ex-
panding our horizons and reaching out 
of our comfort zones. Arts classes al-
low us to gain experience in new areas; 
however, there are weaknesses in our 
current arts education system. A foray 
into the basics of acting, drawing, and 
music theory provides an opportunity 
to explore new creative interests, but 
not everyone is inclined to continue 
performing skits or composing music 
after one term of experimentation. If 
the goal of these classes is to introduce 
underformers to fields of study that 
complement our core classes, then we 
can still achieve this goal by turning an 
existing resource into a new solution: 
designing interdisciplinary courses spe-
cifically for II and III Form students to 
fulfill their second and third terms of 
the arts requirement. Students should 
not have to wait until their V Form year 
to engage in interdisciplinary work, 
seeing as interdisciplinary study al-
lows students to expand their learning 
in multiple subjects, strengthening the 

connection between academic areas. 
As II and III Formers, students 

should certainly build a foundation 
purely in the arts, some individuals may 
not be interested in continuing to per-
form simple skits or learn beginner mu-
sic theory. This stick-to-the-basics pro-
cess in courses such as Foundations of 
Art I or Foundations of Music I might 
be engaging initially, but it’s likely that 
some students will enjoy critiquing and 
analyzing art more instead. The majori-
ty of us will later become casual critics, 
not artists.

As an alternative for students who 
prefer analyzing these art forms—giv-
en that they have completed a one 
term course in the performing or visual 
arts departments—the administration 
should consider introducing under-
form-appropriate interdisciplinary 
courses. For example, after gaining pre-
liminary knowledge about music theo-
ry, students may choose to take a course 
that discusses the evolution of Indian 
music since II Formers learn about In-
dia during the second half of their year 
and can make cultural connections with 
their musical knowledge. These classes 
would be curated at a less complex lev-
el, allowing underformers to feel com-
fortable in classes that do not require 
extensive prior knowledge to succeed. 

While students should pursue their 
interests in specific academic fields, the 
current graduation requirements allow 
for Lawrentians to receive a well-round-
ed education and valuable exposure to 
all areas of study. If the School were 
to abandon these requirements and 
institute an open curriculum, it would 
defeat the purpose of the Lawrenceville 
education. An intermediate solution 
expanding interdisciplinary options to 

As I sat watching the news 
with my family, I was 
shocked to hear the story of 

Ahmaud Arbery, a black man who was 
shot by a white father and son while on 
his usual jog in a predominantly white 
neighborhood. After two months with 
no repercussions or charges against 
the McMichaels—the two men who 
killed Arbery—media outlets flood-
ed with news of this tragic event, and 
people over social media came togeth-
er to fight against this injustice. The 
activism, however, cannot erase the 
disturbing nature of this case. Arbery’s 
murder eerily resembles many others 
in history and illustrates how racial in-
equality and division remain a serious 
problem in the United States; but, his 
story more so highlights that we have 
grown complacent with our progress 
on racial equality even as there is a 
constant presence of racial violence in 
our society.

The men who killed Arbery were 
not charged with murder until last 
week on Thursday, May 7, because 
they claimed self-defense, saying that 
they only shot the victim because he 
attacked them. However, such justi-
fications are not unique in history, as 
George Zimmerman used the same 
excuse when he was tried for murder-
ing Trayvon Martin in 2012. Martin 
was a young, black boy who was walk-
ing back from a trip to the store while 

wearing a hoodie when Zimmerman, 
the local neighborhood watchman for 
the night, shot him. Later, Zimmer-
man claimed that he was afraid for his 
life and thus acted out of self-defense. 
Despite being arrested, Zimmerman 
was later acquitted of his charges 
in shooting Martin because 
of the “stand your ground” 
law—a law that states 
that a person may 
defend him/herself 
or others against 
threats or per-
ceived threats 
through lethal 
force, even if 
there was an 
opportunity 
for a peaceful 
resolution. 
The judges 
took Zim-
m e r m a n ’ s 
word over 
the death of 
a black child. 
Many perpe-
trators like Zim-
merman and the 
McMichaels are able 
to get away with their 
crimes not just because of this 
self-defense law but because the jus-
tice system is still extremely biased in 
America, allowing for the murders of 
black people to continuously slip away. 
In all of these cases, the justice system 
consistently failed African Americans 
and prioritized the word of white sus-
pects over the black victims, even if it 

underformers would not only preserve 
current course requirements, but also 
ensure that Lawrentians are not limited 
to only one way of exploring the arts. 
These options would provide students 
the opportunity to analyze art in top-
ics that are also related to what they are 
learning in their other courses. If stu-
dents were presented with the option of 
not taking an art class at all, it’s likely 
that some wouldn’t—especially if they 
would only like to focus on traditional 
or “core” subjects such as STEM. Inter-
disciplinary courses would straddle the 
intersection between the arts and other 
subjects, allowing students to approach 
the arts from different angles and make 
connections to other courses.

Ultimately, increasing the level of en-
gagement in the arts through interdis-
ciplinary courses provides Lawrentians 
with another avenue to explore the ar-
tistic world instead of simply making 
basic creations. With the right adjust-
ments, studying art at Lawrenceville 
can be fulfilling and engaging for all 
students, not just for those who have 
an inherent interest in the arts. Above 
all, it is important for students to learn 
through multiple lenses and embrace 
cross-disciplinary work. An interdisci-
plinary curriculum that is designed for 
all forms will not only help students de-
velop a diverse skill set, but also dispel 
the notion that subjects exist disparate-
ly; in reality, they frequently intersect. 
Ultimately, it’s these cross-disciplinary 
connections that prepare us to be mul-
tifaceted thinkers and lifelong leaders, 
both in and out of the Lawrenceville 
bubble. 

This editorial represents the view of The 
Lawrence, Vol CXL.

had no empirical or valid basis. Ar-
bery’s case is not an outlier. It is the 
norm. His murder shows the inequali-
ty in America’s justice system that has 
been proven over and over. This isn’t 

a new problem; rather, it is a problem 
that has persisted in our society for 
years. When and how will it ever end?

Arbery’s murder also reveals the 
rampant problem of racism in 21st 
century America. He was not killed 

because he attacked anyone or resem-
bled a car thief, as the perpetrators 
claimed. The video captured of the 
shooting clearly revealed that Ar-
bery did not pose a threat to himself 
or anyone around him. He was killed 

because he was a black man in a 
predominantly white neigh-

borhood. Arbery was 
killed because of the 

segregation that still 
exists that makes 

it so that a black 
man finds it 
incredibly dif-
ficult to live 
among white 
people or en-
joy the same 
pleasures as 
white people. 
Arbery simply 
wanted to run 

in his neigh-
borhood, and he 

could not even 
relish a simple lei-

surely activity. It is 
important that every-

one realizes that racism 
is not something to be 

equated with the past. It is 
a living, unnerving issue within 

twenty-first-century America, causing 
the deaths of innocent people like Ar-
bery and Martin. Arbery should have 
had the right of any citizen; he should 
have been allowed to run in his neigh-
borhood and he should have been al-
lowed to live in peace. Instead, he was 
killed.

The issue of racism and racial vio-
lence is not resolved and is still very 
noticeable, especially in the Deep 
South. Racial injustice and inequality 
are larger and more important issues 
than most acknowledge, and we can-
not stop or slow down our fight for 
justice just because we’ve made prog-
ress over the past few decades. Never-
theless, the death of Ahmaud Arbery 
revealed that our voices matter and 
that we have the power to make a dif-
ference. A number of people expressed 
outrage online, sparking a massive 
media response that demanded justice. 
Some protested by running like Ah-
maud. Since the protests and posts be-
gan, over two months after the shoot-
ing, the two perpetrators have been 
arrested. While it’s not a full victory, 
it’s a step in the right direction. From 
these protests, we can see that spread-
ing awareness of the injustice of the 
justice system does help bring about 
change. Thus, we must resist growing 
complacent and continue using this 
power to push for change. Nothing 
will be significantly different unless 
we push the justice system to reform 
and be based on fairness and equality 
rather than placing the word of a white 
person over the word of a black person. 
In order for true reform, black people 
must be included fairly and justly in 
U.S. law. Black people should not have 
to protest to be able to run in their 
own neighborhoods, or buy Skittles at 
a store, or get justice in the U.S. courts. 
Otherwise, the cycle of violence and 
death without consequences will con-
tinue indefinitely.

Tiara McKinney ’21 

AOTW: Hannah Welsh ’21 
“What Do I Do”

Ahmaud Arbery: Different Murder, Same Injustice 

Sally Lee ’23/THE LAWRENCE

Pushing For 
change 
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play important religious events and nega-
tively shape non-Christian students’ time 
at Lawrenceville. It’s not that these teachers 
don’t care about students—they just don’t 
have the knowledge of how and when to 
support students of other religions. While 
I eventually made the decision to miss 
classes that day, I briefly debated not at-
tending services for the first time in my life. 
If I were a Christian, I would not have had 
to agonize over that decision because many 
of my teachers would have understood my 
choice through their personal experiences 
or been able to empathize because Chris-
tian culture is more well-known and preva-
lent on campus. Though different religious 
holidays are in the Veracross calendar, I 
have no way of knowing if there was a no-
tice sent out to teachers disallowing them 
from penalizing their students for missing 
classes. Ultimately, though, more needs to 
be done. It is the responsibility of the ad-
ministration, not the students, to make sure 
all of the teachers are kept up to date and 
knowledgeable about important events 
like these so they can better empathize 
with their students and make accommo-
dations according to their needs. Students 
should not be put in a situation where they 
feel unsupported if they wish to observe a 
religion. It may never be possible for all re-
ligions to be treated with the same level of 
importance, but more open communica-
tion and administrative acknowledgment 
will allow more students to feel comfort-
able, respected, and appreciated on campus. 

Juniors Address the Lville Experience 

Perri Kitei ’21

Lawrenceville recently hired a new 
Dean of Diversity, Inclusion, & 
Community Engagement, an an-

nouncement that made me very hopeful. 
Though Lawrenceville is a relatively diverse 
school in a number of ways, there remains 
a hierarchy of cultures on campus. Stu-
dents and faculty who practice a religion 
of a Christian denomination are—per-
haps unwittingly—prioritized over others. 
This mostly manifests itself in how various 
holidays or events are treated on campus. I 
noticed it personally last September when 
it was time for the Jewish New Year, Rosh 
Hashanah, and Yom Kippur, the Day of 
Repentance. Rabbi Lauren Levy H’97 ‘01 
P’01 ‘02 ‘09 sent out an email explaining 
the holiday to the student body and faculty, 
however, because students tend to discard 
all-school emails, it was largely insufficient. 
Ultimately, it felt like it was my responsi-
bility to excuse myself from school and ex-
plain to my teachers why those days were as 
important Christmas or Easter—two holi-
days that people would never question the 
importance of. I understand why Christain 
holidays are more commonly known—af-
ter all, the majority of religious people on 
campus are Christian or are more familiar 
with that religion. Nevertheless, the lack of 
familiarity with other religions creates dis-
parities on campus that often leave people 
of non-Christian faiths feeling singled out, 

revealing the need for more active efforts 
to increase students’ and teachers’ aware-
ness of other religious traditions. 
    My identity as a Jewish woman is a key 
component of how I was raised. It is the 
source of my sense of morality, my core 
values, and my undying love for bagels and 
cream cheese. I live across the street from 
my synagogue in New York City, where 
I went to school from preschool through 
fifth grade, after which I continued to be 
an active member in my Hebrew school 
community all the way through my Con-
firmation in 10th grade. Contrary to the 
experiences of many, in the 
small bubble I lived in until I 
came to Lawrenceville, I never 
felt like being Jewish made me a 
minority. 

And so, arriving at Lawrenceville 
was a culture shock because the Jew-
ish community on campus was rela-
tively small compared to that of 
other Christian sects. Although 
those who also practice Juda-
ism have been incredibly 
warm and welcoming, especially Rabbi 
Levy, whom I’ve developed a very close re-
lationship with, it still felt strange to be sur-
rounded by people who didn’t understand 
my religion. For the first time in my life, I 
was in a place where my traditions and re-
ligion were not regarded as the “norm” and 
I felt the pressure to constantly explain my 
traditions and needs to my teachers.

At the beginning of the year, I wanted 
to attend services to open the holiday of 

Rosh Hashanah. I didn’t need to go, but 
I didn’t want my traditions to die just be-
cause I wasn’t with my family.  As I walked 
the 500 feet from Stanley House to the 
front doors of the nearby chapel and sat 
in a pew, surrounded by laughing fami-
lies and old friends, I had never felt more 
alone. I couldn’t help the tears streaming 
down my face because of the intense, 
suffocating, empty feeling of go-
ing through the motions of 
something that should 
have felt familiar but 
in- stead felt 

c o m -
pletely wrong. It 
q u i c k l y became im-
portant that I be at home with 
my family for the holiday, yet I 
felt as though my needs were not fully 
acknowledged by my teachers.

The next day, I was one of the few who 
excused themselves from classes to attend 
services, and every one of my teachers 
wanted to see me in consultation the very 

I    love Lawrenceville. I can’t even ex-
press how grateful I am for this Law-
renceville experience. The memories 

of new experiences, the lasting friend-
ships, and the extraordinary amount of 
growth over the past two years have been 
invaluable. I feel as if I have fully immersed 
myself within this community. However, 
there is still one facet of Lawrenceville 
life that I find incredibly alienating.   

“It’s so boring here. The dances are 
beat. There is nothing to do.” I had barely 
been on campus for three days when I 
first heard that popular mantra. Since 
then, I have been bombarded with the 
same harsh criticisms of School-related 
events from friends and other aggrieved 
students. I often ask others why they 
consider School-related events so dull 
and boring; the response is almost always 
that “the administration hates fun” or 
“our sports teams are trash.” I find these 
answers flimsy and evasive, if not down-
right false. At the end of the day, one of 
the biggest problems at Lawrenceville is 
that, even if these events might not be 
the most engaging, students embrace 
this negativity, which I believe hints 
at a lack of school spirit. This becomes 
especially apparent in comparison to 
my prior experience at public school. 

Memorably, in my previous school 
of around 1200 students, half of the 
student body would attend Friday and 
Saturday night football games with 
overwhelming passion, showing strong 
social culture and pride. During my 
freshman year, my classmates and I, 
some 400 of us, would often flood the 
tiny bleachers of our high school gym-

nasium to watch our boys basketball 
team lose again. They won zero games 
that season, yet hundreds of students 
still showed up to cheer. This number 
exceeds the number of students attend-
ing the games of the highly success-
ful Lawrenceville varsity teams; thus, I 
can hardly see how the performance of 
our sports teams justifies poor turnout. 
Moreover, my public school’s admin-
istration also actively attempted to dis-
courage such impassioned behavior from 
our student fanbase, so Lawrenceville’s 
administration, which openly encour-
ages us to support our teams and events, 
cannot be blamed for poor spirit. The 
harsh explanation for our School’s disap-
pointing School spirit is that we have a 
social culture that fosters toxic insecurity. 

The current School norm is to either 
turn a blind eye, or go on the offense. 
One can quite easily observe the amount 
of judgment within social circles that poi-
sons our sense of community. This causes 
many of us to feel underlying insecurity 

that debilitates the positive energy each 
and every one of us should be bringing to 
this community. In truth, our desire to fit 
in is so strong that we would rather join in 
on the negativity—such as claiming that 
events are boring— rather than try to 
enjoy everything the School has to offer.

Put bluntly, we find School events 
unenjoyable not because they are bad, 
but because our insecurities prevent us 
from having fun. As a community, we 
have collectively decided that dances and 
sporting events are lame, that we should 
not actively participate. If you go out and 
cheer on your sports teams by shouting at 
the top of your lungs or decide to actually 
participate in spirit week by dressing ac-
cording to the theme, you are no longer 
conforming to the School’s social norms. 
You consequently risk not being taken 
seriously, or you are seen as “uncool.” 
Over the past year, I have tried to attend 
as many sporting events as possible, and I 
have witnessed the same trend. Someone 
will bravely attempt to start a chant or 

yell a scream of support for our athletes, 
but rather than joining in, the majority of 
spectators engage in capacious stares and 
quiet whispers of judgment. This toxic 
insecurity is an indication that the stu-
dents themselves dictate the atmosphere 
of School events far more than the qual-
ity of the event itself. When our insecu-
rities hinder our enjoyment, we give cre-
dence to those who criticize the events, 
and they become characterized as unen-
joyable time and time again, regardless of 
what the organizers attempt to achieve. If 
everyone attends these events expecting a 
mediocre experience, the hard work that 
goes into each and every activity is never 
properly appreciated. How can we enjoy 
our own team’s success if we don’t delight 
in every shot they make and cheer in 
rowdy fashion? Similarly, how can music 
be properly enjoyed by standing around 
and doing nothing for the simple sake 
of “looking cool,” for instance? A dance 
doesn’t have to have the best music, light-
ing, or location to be good; it’s our com-

munal spirit that determines if people 
enjoy it or not. Despite the clear differ-
ence in quality, the general objectives are 
the same, to jump around, scream, and 
mosh. School dances may not have live 
performances from platinum artists, but 
there is no reason that we cannot enjoy 
the basic experiences of letting loose just 
as we do at concerts, and we certainly 
shouldn’t discourage those who attempt 
to replicate the fun of a concert within 
our own walls. Our enjoyment of School 
events hinges on us changing our cur-
rent attitude, which downplays every 
event and prevents us from building an 
atmosphere that promotes School spirit. 

Moreover, many students also use 
stress and school work as an excuse to 
miss every dance and game, but home-
work really shouldn’t prevent us from 
having some fun once in a while. School 
dances take at most two hours of one’s 
time, a length negligible to the amount 
of free time we have to complete our 
homework. In reality, students prioritize 
work over School events because we have 
the preconception that School events are 
lame and not worthwhile. However, if 
we change our social attitude towards 
these events, more students will be in-
clined to choose to attend them instead 
of skimping out. We students attend 
Lawrenceville with pride because the 
institution has prestige, but we should 
also actively seek to convert our pride 
into spirit, shamelessly and openly. If 
just a few of us act with the conviction 
to overcome our insecurities and display 
some School spirit, if just a few of us set 
aside our biases about School events, 
our enthusiasm will rub off on others. 
School spirit can return in full force, but 
only if we take action as a community. 

next day, expecting that I would be caught 
up on work by then. I felt so much anxi-
ety about missing classes that right after 
the services ended, I rushed to F period, 
still dressed in my dress and high heels. I 
attended the Rosh Hashanah dinner that 
night at Rabbi’s house, but I had to stay up 
late that night to complete my work be-
cause I felt guilty asking for more accom-
modations, even though I had only ever 
asked for the bare minimum. Perhaps due 
to the lack of knowledge about the holiday, 
the importance of Rosh Hashanah was 
severely downplayed. If it had been a holi-

day like Easter, my teachers likely 
would have excused me without 

any questions and helped me ease 
back into my work. Instead, I was left 

to fend for myself as a new student in an 
unfamiliar place. As a result, I didn’t tell 
anyone about my struggle with loneliness 
and lack of belonging, which may have 

further perpetuated the assumption that 
the holiday was not important to me 

as, for example, Christmas is to the 
majority of students on campus. 

I decided to go home the following week 
for Yom Kippur, because I couldn’t stand to 
face those feelings one more time.

I’m not sharing this story so that people 
can feel badly for me; I’m sharing it because 
I think it is important to acknowledge the 
disparity between our community’s aware-
ness of Christian holidays to those other 
religions, which are generally less repre-
sented on campus. Students’ and teachers’ 
lack of awareness can cause them to down-

What Judaism On Campus Looks Like to Me

Why School Events Fail and How to Fix Them 

Rania Shah ’23/THE LAWRENCE
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Winners of Big Red Chopped Stephanie Owusu ’20 and Annabelle Owusu ’22.

Kyle ParK ’23
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“American Democracy Under Threat”

The 2020 Capstone lecture se-
ries continued with a virtual lec-
ture from Providence College Pro-
fessor William Hudson. Hudson 
published the book American De-
mocracy in Peril in 1993, in which 
he analyzed eight factors challeng-
ing the future of democracy in the 
United States. In Hudson’s lecture, 
he highlighted three elements that 
continue to disrupt democracy: 
partisan polarization, the decline 
of democratic norms, and the di-
minishing role of the government.

Hudson began by emphasizing 
the need to define democracy, as 
he believes the term has become 
a “fraud concept” with multiple 
meanings. He differentiated be-
tween direct democracy, a tradi-
tional system where the whole 
nation votes on specific issues, and 
representative democracy, where 
the people “elect representatives 
who deliberate and pass laws.” 
Direct democracy has become 
“impossible” for the U.S. due to its 
large population so the nation has 
adopted representative democracy, 
which still preserves the demo-
cratic aspect of electoral processes.

With that in mind, Hudson 
introduced the first issue: parti-
san polarization. He asserted that 
Americans are “sharply divided” 
due to diverging viewpoints on 
public policy issues. According 
to Hudson, Congress has be-
come greatly polarized today, with 
Democrats and Republicans “vot-
ing [in different] ways” compared 
to the 1960’s, when splitting tick-
ets and sharing ideologies across 
parties were common. 

Though Hudson agreed that 
differentiation between parties is 

Hudson addressed students taking Capstone. Courtesy of The Lawrenceville School

necessary to some extent, he stated 
that the ideal model for party par-
tisanship is to vote “on the basis of 
[our] stances” and careful analysis 
on the issues rather than negative 
partisanship. Nevertheless, Hud-
son believes that it is difficult to 
reach compromises, as politicians 
cooperating with another political 
party are often associated with dis-
loyalty and treachery. At large, the 
development of identity politics in 
the U.S. has resulted in partisan 
gridlock, where legislation votes 
are becoming increasingly politi-

cized. 
Hudson then shifted to how 

people undermine democratic 
norms, particularly mutual tol-
eration and forbearance. He 
highlighted the importance of 
recognizing legitimacy among 
“opposite” political parties to 
foster toleration. Furthermore, 
Hudson stated that a party must 
not have the ability to “rig the 
[political] game and undermine 
basic electoral institutions” that 
define democracy. He noted that 
both mutual recognition and the 
willingness of forbearance have 
declined in the U.S., a serious 

symptom that may “destroy trust 
necessary for democracy” and be-
come a source of political retalia-
tion.

Finally, Hudson claimed that 
increasing the role of the federal 
government is necessary. In Hud-
son’s viewpoint, the significance of 
the government’s role in the past 
must not be overlooked, as the 
federal government played a cru-
cial role in  sending the first man 
to the moon and building the In-
terstate Highway System. Hudson 
affirmed that the lack of govern-

mental administrative institutions 
has surfaced amid the COVID-19 
health crisis as well with the gov-
ernment delaying “what needs to 
be done.” 

Following Hudson’s lecture, 
Natalia Ibarra ’20 reflected, 
“[Hudson] said that a democracy 
needs mutual tolerance and for-
bearance to survive, which I had 
never thought about...I had never 
thought about the decline in dem-
ocratic norms, so it was interesting 
to learn something new. Since I’ve 
grown up watching [debates] it 
was interesting to hear how they 
held up for decades.”

Manufacturing Masks 
with Pantect

Pantect, created by Philip Han 
’21, has been fundraising for the 
manufacture of masks in Korea 
and ships them to frontline work-
ers and civilians around the East 
Coast. Pantect has already deliv-
ered 2,000 masks to three com-
munities around the East Coast: 
Trenton, NJ, Concord, MA, and 
Lakeville, CT; for the next ship-
ment, the team aims to target 
the broader Mercer County area. 
Team member Kylan Tatum ’21 
has been in contact with local 
nonprofits about distributing the 
masks once they arrive in New 
Jersey. 

When Han returned home to 
Seoul, South Korea, he found that 
the widespread mandate to wear 
masks not only helped Korea in its 
fight against coronavirus but also 
became a symbol of “communal 
effort, generosity, and conviction 
beyond its surface benefits.” When 
he realized that the United States 
lacked such personal protective 
equipment, Han wanted to recre-
ate the same hopeful sentiment he 
saw in Korea, which inspired him 
to create Pantect.

The goal of Pantect is to “raise 
awareness of the benefits of mask 
usage, to rally behind our heroes 
who are putting themselves at risk 
for our safety, and to help those 
in our communities in more chal-
lenging socioeconomic situations,” 
Han explained. 

Since Pantect’s founding, Han 
has organized a 15 person team 
to handle the project’s operations, 
14 of which are Lawrenceville stu-
dents. The team is split into four 
primary divisions: Stories, Feed, 

Communications and Marketing, 
and Graphics. 

The Stories team consists of III 
Formers Michael Fessler, Londyn 
Harris, and Jacob Lee and is re-
sponsible for creating and reshar-
ing content about masks as well as 
updating the public on the general 
progression of the pandemic on the 
Pantect Instagram Story. Harris has 
enjoyed having the opportunity “to 
give back to those who have always 
taken care of our safety and health 
in the greater [New Jersey] commu-
nity,” she said. 

The Feed team, consisting of Sa-
brina Yeung ’22 and Conor Alt ’21, 
manages all the content that is post-
ed to the organization’s Instagram 
account. Alt joined the team be-
cause “[he] had read so many news 
stories about shortages of protective 
equipment and felt that [he] needed 
to do something to help.” 

IV Formers Mac Dilatush, Dylan 
Kerrane, Nolan Lee, and Ryan 
Zhang as well as Jack Patel ’23 make 
up the Communications and Mar-
keting team. They have been reach-
ing out to Lawrenceville alumni 
and influencers to expand Pantect’s 
reach. Graphics team member Bri-
an Tan ’21 commented that he is 
“glad to be a part of this global col-
laborative effort to combat the virus 
through education and altruism.”

The team has been fundraising 
through GoFundMe to raise its 
goal of $5,000. When asked what 
the Lawrenceville community could 
do for the project, Han said “I urge 
you, on behalf of [the] determined 
high school students working with 
me, to help prevent the spread of 
COVID-19 for our loved ones, our 
most vulnerable, and our country.”

Kylan tatum ’21
& Sabrina yeung ’22

Sibling Chefs Face-Off on Big Red Chopped!
tiffany yeung ’22
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The Lawrenceville Jr. Sibling 
Chopped competition occurred 
this past Tuesday from 8:30 PM to 
9:30 PM on Zoom with five teams. 
Tommy Rule ’20 and John Burke ’20 
moderated the event and introduced 
the participants: Brian Tan ’21, who 
represented single children under 
the team name “Teaspoon of Tan;” 
Abby Sieler ’21 and Olivia Sieler 
’20 of the team “Siel the Deal,”; the 
Owusu Sisters Stephanie Owusu 
’20 and Annabelle Owusu ’22; Ev-
elyn Dugan ’21 and Victoria Dugan 
’20 of team “Dugang;” and Kyle 
Baek ’22 and Kenny Baek ’22 in 
team“Plug and Pigeon.”

Burke then introduced the judges: 
Deb Miliaresis from the Bathhouse, 
Spanish Master Alison Stewart y 
Fonseca P’12, and Performing Arts 
Master Derrick Wilder. Each of the 
participating teams received a box 
containing the mystery ingredients 
they had to use in their meal. The 
box contained pancake mix, gum-
my worms, peanut butter, rainbow 
Goldfish, and beef jerky. Contes-
tants had two minutes to open up 
the boxes and plan their meals. 

The participants had 30 minutes 
to make any dish they wanted while 
incorporating all of the ingredients 
from the box. The Sielers made 

some pancake and cheese cracker 
muffins, Sour Patch Kids candied 
bananas, and candied ham with pea-
nut butter frosting. 

“I was pretty nervous. We liter-
ally had no clue what we were go-
ing to do at all…But Olivia [Sieler] 
watches so many cooking shows 
that she knew the drill,” Abby Sieler 
said. Olivia Sieler mentioned that 
when she watches cooking shows, 
she “likes to think of what [she] 
would do with those ingredients,” so 
she was “really excited to brainstorm 
and think on [her] feet and just 

come up with something creative.”
The Baeks cooked a dish named 

“Child’s Play,” which was a peanut 
butter and gummy worm pancake 
with peanut butter coated carrots. 

The Owusus made air fried chick-
en covered in Goldfish and peanut 
butter waffles and topped with syr-
up, whipped cream, and powdered 
sugar. 

Previous Chopped Jr. champion 
Evelyn Dugan made stir fry pasta. 
When describing her dish, Evelyn 
Dugan said, “It has the perfect sour 
and sweet sauce that came from the 

gummy worms to caramelize the 
teriyaki sauce, a perfect little crunch 
on the chicken from the goldfish 
and pancake batter, and perfect 
smokiness from the beef jerky with 
a perfect peanut butter drizzle on 
top.” The Dugans named their dish 
“Twirling Teriyaki” because it would 
“make your tastebuds twirl.”

Tan, the only soloist of the night, 
created a dish named “Alien Inva-
sion,” which was a play on chicken 
and waffles that was made using 
beef jerky and pancakes with Gold-
fish as garnish. 

After the 30 minutes were up, 
the teams presented their plates to 
the judges, who rated the dishes 
based on five categories: aesthet-
ics, creative use of ingredients, plate 
presentation, sibling relationship, 
and the name of the dish. After a 
taste test by the participants’ fam-
ily members, the judges discussed 
their opinions in a separate breakout 
room and decided on the winner, 
the Owusu team. 

“Our game plan was to make 
a cohesive dish, something that 
hadn’t been done before,” Stepha-
nie Owusu said. Annabelle Owusu 
added, “We knew we wanted to use 
the air fryer because it is quick and 
efficient, and I think our game plan 
really helped us in the end.”

The hosts also acknowledged 
some crowd favorites. The Owusu 
sisters were the crowd favorite for 
the most creative dish and the dish 
that the crowd wanted to eat the 
most. In second place for the lat-
ter category was the Dugan sisters. 
Finally, the Sieler sisters were voted 
for best sibling dynamics, with the 
Baek brothers coming in second 
place in the category.

Lara Hensler ’22, who watched 
the competition, said, “I like how 
[School] members got to vote for 
the ingredients used through a pre-
viously sent out form. It was a very 
fun activity and it was fun to watch.”

Ankita Suri ’21/THE LAWRENCE
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Inside Lawrenceville’s Scholar Programs
Lawrentians are provided with an abundance of academic opportunities on campus; the Merrill, Heely, Hutchins, & 
Leopold Scholar programs offer an immersive learning experience for students to gain research, leadership, and collaboration 
skills. Read on to find out more about these programs and the impact of scholars’ work on the Lawrenceville community!

Hutchins Scholars Program
Established in 2010 by former 

Headmaster Elizabeth Duffy 
along with Glenn Hutchins 
’73 and his wife, the Hutchins 
Scholars program provides real-
world scientific research expe-
riences for the School’s most 
promising science students in 
their IV and V Form years. 

For Director of Student Re-
search Elizabeth Fox, her favor-
ite part of the program is seeing 
students “become more invested 
in research science and fully un-
derstand what it entails.” Fol-
lowing their III Form year, the 
scholars spend two weeks on 

campus learning to sequence 
DNA from plants and build-
ing their own water filters. On 
his first summer as a Hutchins 
Scholar, Harrison Abromav-
age ’21 said, “The most valu-
able lesson this program taught 
me was the rigor of lab work. 
We constantly had to maintain 
a high level of focus to create 
a high-quality product. How-
ever, getting to the final prod-
uct was incredibly rewarding.” 

The next summer, the schol-
ars complete various research 
internships. After her IV Form 
year, Elaine Wang ’20 complet-

ed worked at the Seung Kim Lab 
at Stanford University, where she 
studied transgenic fruit flies to un-
derstand the genetic roots of pan-
creatic diseases. While she and her 
fellow scholars often faced obsta-
cles, Wang said they came to under-
stand the importance of teamwork: 
“It was good to … keep track of ev-
erything happening in the lab our-
selves rather than having a teacher 
hold our hands and guide us along.” 

Undoubtedly, Hutchins Schol-
ars gain extensive research knowl-
edge, preparing them for lead-
ing university science programs 
and science-related careers. 

Leopold Scholars Program
The Leopold Scholars pro-

gram was first established 
in the summer of 2017 by 
Sam Kosoff ’88 H’96 P’19 to 
honor the life and legacy of 
Aldo Leopold ’1905, one of 
the foremost American wild-
life conservationists of the 
20th century. Currently led 
by Director of Sustainability 
and Science Master Stephen 
Laubach P’23, the two-week 
summer immersion program 
recognizes students who are 
dedicated to sustainability and 
environmental stewardship.  

In June 2018, the Leopold 

Scholars analyzed the 180 let-
ters Aldo Leopold wrote home 
to Burlington, Iowa, to code 
a web-mapping project of his 
Lawrenceville hikes. Accord-
ing to Deven Kinney ’20, cod-
ing the maps proved to be a 
challenge for many scholars: “I 
wasn’t the best at it, but I’m re-
ally glad I got to learn the skill 
because computer science inter-
sects with so many disciplines.”

While one aspect of the pro-
gram was coding Aldo Leopold’s 
hikes, physical exercise was also 
a significant component. Each 
morning, the scholars woke up at 

6:00 AM to work out, and they 
even put themselves in the shoes 
of Aldo Leopold by completing a 
16-mile hike. On this physical as-
pect of the program, Tiffany Lin 
’20 believes “this routine helped 
[her] develop a sense of char-
acter” and “not only stay men-
tally fit, but also physically fit.” 

“Of the four scholar pro-
grams that exist, it’s definitely 
the most experiential and the 
most unconventional. It’s really 
an interdisciplinary program that 
combines the environmental hu-
manities and science with hands-
on learning,” Kinney added. 

Courtesy of The Lawrenceville SchoolClass of 2020 Hutchins Scholars at Fall 2019 Poster Sessions.

Courtesy of The Lawrenceville SchoolClass of 2020 Heely Scholars at Fall 2019 Poster Sessions.

Courtesy of The Lawrenceville SchoolClass of 2020 Merrill Scholars at Fall 2019 Poster Sessions.

Tiffany Lin ’20/THE LAWRENCE2018 Leopold Scholars at Mercer Meadows Park in Lawrenceville. 

Heely Scholars Program
In the summer of 2013, His-

tory Master Anne Louise Smit 
P’10 ’13 designed the Heely 
Scholars Program: a two-week 
boarding seminar in archival 
research for students who have 
demonstrated a keen interest in 
their study of American history.  

 While scholars spend most 
of their time analyzing pri-
mary research through the 
School’s archival collections, 
they also participate in excur-
sions to other institutions. Last 
year’s cohort of Heely Scholars 
studied the life and career of 
Frederick Douglass and met 

with David W. Blight, Sterling 
Professor of American History 
at Yale University. Dami Kim 
’20, who researched Douglass’s 
natural law philosophy, was in-
spired that Blight “was so still 
excited to talk about Douglass” 
after spending “almost his entire 
academic career studying him.” 
On her research process, Kim 
added, “We were lucky because 
we had a digital archive of all of 
Douglass’ speeches and articles 
from his newspapers. I probably 
went through all of them, up until 
midway through his life, so I had 
to learn how to skim the material 

and look for relevant keywords 
in order to research effectively.” 

By the end of their work in 
the summer, the scholars iden-
tify specific topics of interest and 
ultimately produce a 40-page 
thesis. In addition to sharing 
their findings at the Fall Poster 
Sessions, scholars organize an 
exhibit consisting of posters and 
digital presentations in the Noyes 
History Center. According to 
Smit, “The key objective [of these 
projects] is to put the history of 
Lawrenceville into the context of 
national and global history, both 
inside and outside the bubble.”  

Merrill Scholars Program
 In honor of Pulitzer Prize-

winning poet James Merrill ’43, 
former English Master Jeffrey 
Blevins created the Merrill Schol-
ars Program. Now led by English 
Masters Marta Napiorkowska 
P’19 and Margaret Ray, the pro-
gram provides rising V Formers 
the opportunity to engage in ex-
tensive literary research at Princ-
eton’s Special Collections, gain 
exposure to creative writing, and 
pursue cross-disciplinary work. 

According to Napiorkowska, 
“Both the creative component 
and the analytical component 
really benefit by working in tan-

dem: students found that their 
research in the archives bled 
into their creative work and 
their creative work would re-
spond to their archival work.”

For her project, Stephanie 
Owusu ’20, a member of the 
first cohort of Merrill Scholars, 
analyzed child psychology and 
racial studies through an inves-
tigation of 19th and 20th cen-
tury children’s literature. While 
she began her archival research 
with a general sense of her lit-
erary interests, over time, she 
found “some really interesting 
pieces of work that many people 

don’t have access to which “trans-
formed the direction of her project.”

After dedicating weeks of re-
search, creativity, and heart into 
their projects, the scholars leave 
with the ultimate reward of shar-
ing their work with the greater 
community. Reflecting on her ex-
perience, Shreya Kumar ’20 said, 
“The complexity of my classmates’ 
analyses and the devotion that 
each person brought to his or her 
project consistently inspired me. It 
was something that was refresh-
ing to see—that people, even in 
the grind of [V Form] fall, are still 
passionate about their projects.”
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Passion, Beauty, and Ballet: The Story of Madeleine Tsung ’21

Madeleine Tsung ’21

Frida Kahlo is a pop culture icon, 
and it’s pretty evident why. About 
a third of her paintings are self-
portraits, and her distinctive style, 
piercing gaze, and unibrow that, as 
noted by my elementary school self, 
puts Anthony Davis’s to shame, cap-
tivate viewers and have propagated 
throughout our culture. Though she 
had some renown in her time, the 
feminist movement of the 1970s 
propelled her into global posthu-
mous fame. She’s now an idol for 
feminism, for Mexico, and for West-
ern style. While she was a talented 
painter, her successful legacy as an 
icon, however, overshadows her 
legacy as an artist, which deserves 
just as much recognition. In spirit of 
the recent Mother’s Day, celebrating 
not only parenthood, but also female 
empowerment and representation, 
we bring the transformative art of 
Kahlo into the spotlight. By creating 
many paintings surrounding the fe-
male experience, often highlighting 
what it was like to be a woman in a 
patriarchal world, she brought nov-
elty to the industry like never before. 

To delve into Kahlo’s unique 
world of art, we must also under-
stand her tumultuous life—the two 
are deeply intertwined. She experi-
enced illness, heartbreak, revolution, 
and accident, which she expressed 
in her work. Contracting polio as a 

child, her right leg was shorter than 
her left, and she walked with a limp. 
At the age of 18, a bus crash pushed 
a handrail through her back and 
crushed her foot, crippling her fur-
ther. Despite these unfortunate mis-
haps, it was during her recovery when 
she learned to paint, crafting still lifes 
using traditional Mexican art forms 
and self-portraits using a mirror her 
mother gave her. 

For the rest of her life, her wounds 
often caused her to experience in-
tense pain, but she never shied away 
from painting her body in spite of its 
blemishes. In fact, it seems as if she 
painted every inch of her body be-
sides her teeth—she never smiled in 
portraits. The Broken Column, illus-

trating a surgery after her accident, 
depicts her topless torso, split in the 
middle to reveal her spine. Her com-
fort with her own imperfect body in 
a patriarchal and time period before 
the body positivity movement led to 
groundbreaking pieces. She propelled 
a sense of feminism in Mexico that 
led to reforms such as the 1991 le-
galisation of abortion and equal mar-
riage. 

 Her confidence captivated mu-
ralist Diego Rivera, whom she later 
married in 1929. Together, they 
shared interests in art and politics, 
and Kahlo even ventured into creat-
ing pieces about Mexican identity in 
post-revolution Mexico. Oftentimes, 
Rivera painted murals portraying the 

indigenous people of Mexico while 
Kahlo wore and painted herself wear-
ing their clothes; both supported and 
adopted the techniques of traditional 
Mexican art. Though they claimed to 
be the loves of each other’s lives, their 
relationship was turbulent and filled 
with adultery and cycles of conflict 
and reconciliation. Kahlo captured 
the turmoil of their relationship 
through her art. 

Her works addressed a myriad of 
subjects like divorce, disability, mis-
carriage, death, and fractured iden-
tity. Stylistically, she drew influences 
from diverse painting styles, which 
included Mannerist portraits, espe-
cially those of Italian painter Bronzi-
no; Catholic iconography from her 

religious upbringing; and Mexican 
folk art. She incorporated techniques 
from this wide array of influences to 
portray herself in a variety of settings. 
Her palette incorporated the dynamic 
colors of traditional Mexican art while 
using the surrealist technique of dou-
bling, or painting two versions of her-
self, to show changes in her character. 

However, she never saw herself as 
a surrealist, despite many, including 
the movement’s leader André Breton, 
championing her as such. Surrealists 
tap the subconscious to free them-
selves from the restraints of con-
sciousness to depict the landscapes 
of the unconscious mind. However, 
Kahlo felt she did not draw from 
her subconscious, and instead simply 
painted her feelings through the tur-
bulence of her life.

Frida Kahlo: Honoring Mother’s Day with Female Icons
granT shueh ’23

Courtesy of The New York TimesA 1950 portrait of Frida Kahlo.

I believe that performing arts is 
not only a way of sharing love for the 
arts as a community, but also a way 
for individual performers to express 
their craft and internal thoughts to 
the audience. While many people 
consider ballet as either a sport or 
an art, I consider ballet as more of 
an art because of the visual stimulus 
involved in movements and perfor-
mance. Once a dancer achieves good 
technique, further training becomes 
a search for artistry and how to con-
nect with the audience through body 
language. On the other hand, bal-
let is still, nevertheless, considered a 
sport because dancers have to master 
pristine body control, technique, and 

stamina attained through many years 
of practice. Ultimately, ballet bridges 
the gap between art and sport, since 
it is both physically demanding and 
artistically communicative. 

People often only see the elegance, 
beauty, and simplicity of dance, but 
it is far more than what’s shown on 
stage. In middle school, I had the op-
portunity to attend the Kirov Acade-
my of Ballet in Washington D.C.—a 
professional ballet school—to follow 
my dream of becoming a professional 
ballerina. Over the summer, Kirov 
held an audition in D.C. and I was 
lucky enough to be accepted. While 
dancing at the school had its perks, 
my biggest struggle at Kirov was ad-
justing to the overall “academy” life. I 
was 11 at the time and I wasn’t used 

to being a boarder yet. As one of 
the youngest students, having older 
friends support me made it easier to 
bear being away from home, though 
it was still emotionally overwhelming. 
I developed close relationships with 
my teachers, who helped reshape my 
life and adjust to hardships. My ballet 
master trained us through tough love. 
By being critical about our perfor-
mance, she showed us the true mean-
ing of hard work, inspiring me to be-
come diligent both inside and out of 
class, to have grit, and to never give up 
on what I love to do. Though she was 
strict during class, she was the sweet-
est and most caring teacher outside of 
the studio. I used to always fear her, 
but that feeling changed when I start-
ed to understand the purpose behind 
her austerity. She wanted to make us 
not only physically stronger, but also 
mentally prepared for the challenges 
that came along with our choice to 
pursue professional ballet. Until this 
day, I am constantly reminded of how 
to overcome failure, to rise from the 
ashes, and to be strong in times of 
pain and misery.

She taught us these valuable life 
lessons because being a dancer takes 
extraordinary amounts of hard work 
and dedication behind the scenes, as 
we spend up to 15-20 training hours 
a week in the studio. All of this lies 
on top of school work and social life. 
What the audience sees in the span 
of two minutes on stage comes with 
countless hours of sweat and tears. 
Our feet are constantly in pointe 
shoes, and sometimes, they hurt un-
til our toes grow numb. Our muscles 
would shake during long combina-
tions and slow music, but we couldn’t 
stop.

At Kirov,  although rigorous train-
ing put enormous pressure on my 
body, I eventually found ways to ease 
the stress by spending an hour and 
a half in the studio warming up be-
fore our days began. I covered myself 
in warm up clothes—usually a vest, 
sweatpants, and fluffy socks—to keep 
my body warm. I would then stretch 
and roll my muscles out, warming up 
my joints to prevent injuries. Training 
didn’t just stop after we left the stu-
dios. After class, I often did strength-
ening exercises to target my abdomen, 
supporting leg, and back. At the end 
of a long and tiring day, I sometimes 
soaked my feet in warm water to ease 
the pain and blisters that came from 
constantly cramming my toes in a 
wooden shoe.

 Just like everything, ballet is both 
beauty and ugliness. Through pain 
and passion, dancers face many strug-
gles; but our love for the art brings us 
back to the studio and to the stage 
despite the daily hardships that we 
experience. Ballet, and the feeling of 

dancing on stage, is so rewarding, it 
makes me forget about all the pain, 
but that doesn’t mean it’s not there.

 Nothing can make me relate more 
to the saying that, through doing 
what you love, “the sweat and tears 
will be worth it.” The way I feel on 
stage is indescribable. I feel a sense 
of accomplishment and pride in all 
the time and energy I have dedicated 
to ballet. The beauty of dance itself 
is built upon sacrifices that danc-
ers have to make. Only after pain 
and discomfort does ballet showcase 
the true beauty in a dancer. All the 
hours of training and grooming for 
our bodies to move and look a certain 
way culminate on stage, and the feel-
ing of achieving perfection inspires 
me to work even harder. I have never 
given much thought as to how ballet 
has influenced my identity, but after 
becoming a full-time boarding stu-
dent and joining the Lawrenceville 
community, I began to realize how 
my passion for ballet is the one part 
of me that has never changed. 

Tsung in the dance studio. Madeleine Tsung ’21/THE LAWRENCE

Tsung [left] posed for a photo. Madeleine Tsung ’21/THE LAWRENCE

Courtesy of fridakahloKahlo’s work.

And though her work is inarguably 
a product of her unique life, the issues 
in her work speak to us all, especially 
resonating with women and the sense 
of female empowerment. With brutal 
honesty, her work records her experi-
ences of pain—of both the body and 
the psyche—of love and heartbreak, 
of nationality and revolution, of lone-
liness, and of angst. Her gaze holds 
even as the scenes and symbolism 
surrounding her shift, somehow si-
multaneously fragile and strong. 

“I never painted dreams, I paint 
my own reality” 

arTs associaTe
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Revisiting the Age-Old Debate: MJ vs LBJ
Andrew Lee ’22
SportS ASSociAte

Recently, the media has reignited its 
focus on Michael Jordan amid the air-
ing of the widely-watched documentary 
series, The Last Dance, a look back at the 
Bulls’ 1997-98 title-winning season 
through the lens of Jordan’s whole 
career. As such, fans have renewed 
the discussion surrounding his 
title as the greatest of all time 
(GOAT). Many fans, fu-
eled by recency bias, have 
crowned current Los 
Angeles Laker LeBron 
James as the best to ever 
play. Although he has been 
hugely successful in his own 
right, he does not match 
Jordan’s skillset, clutchness, 
and six National Basketball 
Association (NBA) cham-
pionship rings.

In his skillset alone, Jor-
dan is the better player. His picture-per-
fect mid-range jump shot allowed him 
to turn in both directions for his signa-
ture fadeaway. Even if defenders could 
predict Jordan’s shooting location, they 
were still helpless, as Jordan could rise 
over them gracefully and get his shot off. 
Complementing his effective mid-range 
game, he attacked the rim with purpose 
and ferocity. Jordan’s unbelievable jump-
ing ability in the paint gave him the fa-
mous nickname “Air Jordan.” He soared, 
and once he was up, he could adjust his 
movement to finish with a violent dunk 
or an effortless layup off the glass. Jor-
dan’s scoring was not only effective but 
also efficient. He never wasted move-
ment; every step had purpose. All his 
decisions on the court were calculated, so 
it’s no surprise Jordan finished his career 
with a 27.91 Player Efficiency Rating—
the highest of all time, and throughout 
his career, he led the league in scoring in 
10 seasons.

Defensively, Jordan also made a strong 
case as the best of his time, leading the 
league in steals three times, winning the 
Defensive Player of the Year in the 1987-
88 season, and earning the NBA All-

Defensive First Team honors nine times. 
Though only 6’ 6”, his patience, long 
wingspan, and high vertical jump allowed 
him to protect the rim against taller op-
ponents, and his analysis of passing lanes 
allowed him to steal passes intended 
for a swift dunk at the rim. Though he 

didn’t come 
into the 

league 
as a 
physi-
c a l l y 

strong player, he developed quickly and 
could lock down any player at the defen-
sive end.

Jordan’s ability to limit the opponent’s 
best player while also dropping 30 to 40 
points consistently earned him the Most 
Valuable Player award five times in his 
career. Beyond his consistency, Jordan 
was the best when the lights shined the 
brightest, as he continually delivered 
when the game hung in the balance. His 
clutch play started while in college play-
ing for the University of North Carolina. 
In the 1982 National Collegiate Athletic 
Association (NCAA) National Cham-
pionship, Jordan hit the game-winning 
baseline jump shot to secure North 
Carolina’s victory over Georgetown Uni-
versity as a freshman. When he played 
for the Chicago Bulls, he hit many no-
table game-winners. In 1989, with only 
three seconds left in a win-or-go-home 
game between the Chicago Bulls and 
Cleveland Cavaliers, Jordan double-

clutched in mid-air and hit a foul-line 
jump shot to send the Bulls to the second 
round when they were down by just one 
point. In his final moments as a Chicago 
Bull, Jordan again showed his greatness. 
Against the Utah Jazz in game six of the 
1998 NBA Finals, he set himself free 
with only seconds left and shot a wide-
open mid-range jumper, securing the 
Bulls’ second three-peat in eight seasons. 

There are clear reasons why many 
have regarded Jordan as the GOAT of 
basketball for over two decades. Jordan 
could score at will with any type of shot 
and his attack on the rim seemed so ef-
fortless it felt like he could fly. He also 
had the instincts and determination to 
keep an opposing player scoreless on 
any given night. Jordan’s six cham-
pionships aren’t merely a result of 
Jordan’s points, rebounds, assists, 
or steals, but Jordan’s ability to 
step up when greatness de-
manded him to. His play 
was unparalleled, and Jordan 
cemented his legacy as the 
GOAT through his ability to 
play the best when it mattered most. 

HAwkinS Sutter ’22

People say that Jordan’s intangibles, 
drive, and tenacity make him the great-
est, but Lebron’s numbers don’t lie. 

Going beyond a points per game com-
parison between the two, James has per-
formed more dominantly in the regular 
season. One of his greatest traits is his 
ability to serve his teammates, demon-
strated by his high number of assists. 
Lebron has averaged 7.4 assists per game 
in his career and has improved over time, 
putting up a career-high 10.6 assists per 
game during the COVID-19 stopped 
2019-20 season, while Jordan averaged 
5.3 assists per game across his career. 
Lebron grabbed 1.2 more rebounds per 
game than Jordan, showing James has 
done the dirty work better too, but the 
most intriguing comparisons concern 
scoring. Jordan’s points per game num-
bers are impressive, but he did so with a 
high amount of shots per game. Across 
his 15 seasons, Jordan had three years 

where he shot fewer than 22 times per 
game, with his highest being almost 28 
attempts per game. James has only ex-
ceeded 22 shots per game once in 17 
seasons. Jordan scored more because he 
gave himself more opportunities to score. 
James takes the cake in scoring efficiency 
with a higher career field 
goal percentage. 
James’s all-round 
numbers are stag-
geringly good com-
pared to Jordan, 
including scoring 
when you 

account for efficiency.
However, the regular season does 

not mean everything. Jordan supporters 
point to his playoff record when mak-
ing their case, but it’s not that simple 
of an argument, as James has faced bet-
ter competition than Jordan ever did. 
James’s archnemesis, the Golden State 
Warriors, are arguably the best basket-
ball team ever, and James’s Cleveland 
Cavaliers faced them in four consecutive 
NBA Finals. In three of those seasons, 
the Warriors had over 65 regular sea-
son wins, but Jordan never once faced a 
team in the Finals with a similarly good 
record. The teams Jordan faced also did 
not have the same star-power. In addi-
tion to the Warriors’ “big four” of Ste-
phen Curry, Klay Thompson, Draymond 
Green, and Kevin Durant, James faced 
Oklahoma City Thunder as well as the 
powerhouse San Antonio Spurs—teams 
who had three and four players destined 
for the Hall of Fame, respectively. Never 
once did Jordan face a team with three 

all-stars, let alone a team with four future 
Hall-of-Famers. Jordan’s playing easier 
teams makes Jordan’s 6-0 Finals record 
seem less impressive against Lebron’s 3-6 
record.

Scottie Pippen is known as Jordan’s 
sidekick, but considering Jordan spent 
most of his career with Pippen, it begs the 
question, how did Scottie Pippen impact 
Jordan’s legacy? Many overlook the role 
Pippen and other solid players played for 
the Chicago Bulls. Considering Jordan 
only won 10 percent of playoff games 
without Pippen, while James has won 
56 percent of playoff games without 

another all-star on his team, who 
was the better individual? 
James can carry a team 
single-handedly in a way 
Jordan could not. In all the 
Finals James has won, he 
led his team in points, re-
bounds, and assists, as well 
as steals in two and blocks 
in one. Even in the years 
James played with stars like 

Dwayne Wade or Kyrie Irving, 
James was the man leading his 

team to victory. Jordan, conversely, got 
tremendous help from his teammates, 
namely Pippen. In all six of his NBA 
titles, Jordan rarely topped his team in 
a non-scoring metric, leading for assists 
in 1991 and 1997 and steals in 1991 and 
1992. For further evidence, take the 1993 
and 1996 Finals. In those years, Pippen 
led in rebounds, assists, steals, and blocks, 
and he was second in points both years, 
but everybody remembers Jordan’s drive. 
Scoring is not everything and James has 
been versatile and self-reliant enough to 
single-handedly lead his team to the top 
of the basketball world.

Jordan’s killer mentality is what set 
him apart, and with the “Last Dance” 
documentary, viewers are seeing a 
glimpse of it, but it should not distract 
from the fact that James has had a ca-
reer as great, if not better, than Jordan’s, 
minus the titles. Maybe by the time it’s 
all said and done, Lebron will reach six 
titles and ultimately become the undis-
puted king of basketball, but until then, 
the great debate will live on.

ken MuAngSiri ’22

When passing by neighborhoods in 
Bangkok, Thailand, I almost always spot 
a group of teenagers and adults playing 
volleyball on the side of the road. But it’s 
not what you would typically imagine 
a casual game of volleyball to look like. 
Rather than setting and spiking the ball 
with hands, these people play with their 
feet. It’s an unusual yet popular sport native 
to Southeast Asia, called “Sepak Takraw,” 
often called Takraw for short. 

Takraw is similar to a game of volleyball 
or badminton, but a player can only use 
his or her feet, chest, knee, or head to 
control and return the rattan ball, a ball 
specifically for Takraw crafted out palm 
trees and similar in texture to a wicker 
basket. A typical game consists of six 
players, three on each side. The court looks 
like a volleyball court, but smaller: a 44 
by 20 foot rectangular playing space with 
a five foot net in the middle separating 
the two opposing sides. Like volleyball, 
each team consists of a server who starts 
off the play with a serve, a feeder who is 
responsible for setting the ball up, and 
a striker who spikes the feeder’s ball. 
Teams aim to score two sets of 21 points 
in order to win. 

Despite being played in the confines of a 

small court, Takraw showcases world-class 
athletes with extreme flexibility and ability 
to move in the air. These players can fluidly 
get their feet above their heads during a 
backflip, high enough above the net to 
spike the ball downwards. In a typical 
play, a moment after the feeder carefully 
springs the ball up, the striker flips in the 
air, thrusting his or her legs above his head 
and spiking the ball down on the opposing 
side. The opposing striker attempts to 
block by leaping into the air synchronously 
with the other striker, utilizing their back 
and leg. Each play has a restriction of 

three touches before returning it over 
to the other side, which is also seen in 
volleyball. Unlike in volleyball, players can 
pass the ball to themselves in those three 
touches. Hence, the positions are merely 
labels; feeders can set to themselves to 
spike for a surprise attack. The positions 
just dictate starting positions prior to 
the service. While each of those matches 
take no longer than 30 minutes, they are 
intensely action-packed with every point 
being picture-worthy. Especially for soccer 
fans, initial reactions to witnessing Takraw 
plays were just awe. Some even described 

Thailand’s Favorite Game: Sepak Takraw

the sport as “kung fu.”
While Takraw does not make it to 

the big screens in the United States, 
Southeast Asian countries such as 
Malaysia, Singapore, and Thailand, 
where Takraw is a national sport, all have 
professional leagues. Thailand’s league is 
often recognized as the most prestigious 
Takraw league, with a nationwide fan base 
that attracts more than 170,000 viewers 
for a TV match. Countries also compete 
internationally and Takraw is especially 
popular in the biannual Southeast Asian 
Games. With 11 participating countries, 

Takraw is a crowd-pleasing sport, 
displaying incredible athletic ability.

Moreover, Thai people cherish Takraw 
for more than just its acrobatic flips 
and bicycle kicks: the sport’s cultural 
significance runs deep, with people 
claiming Takraw originated as far back 
as 15th century Malaysia. The sport is 
believed to be rooted in a legend involving 
the Sultan Muhammed V, but it is disputed 
because at Bangkok’s famous Phra Kaew 
temple, an 18th-century mural depicts 
the Hindu god Hanuman playing Takraw 
with his clan of monkeys. 

Takraw can be seen in professional 
leagues, people’s backyards, and Thai 
schools, which often include this sport as a 
unit in their physical education curriculum. 
Along with the large professional scene in 
Thailand, people play the sport leisurely 
in their communities. After a tiring day 
of work, friends and strangers alike often 
come together for a friendly match; when 
the marked courts are occupied, people 
find ways, such as using their house gates as 
nets. And even on makeshift courts, large 
groups gather to play or watch the sport 
they all enjoy. Even though people mostly 
play on the rough concrete pavement that 
could lead to injuries from slips and falls, 
they enjoy the game. Nothing really stops 
the game of Takraw.

Courtesy of Yahoo Sports

Courtesy of washingtonpost..com
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140 Parents Picks
Mia Miller

Grayson’s mom
Pinto Suri

Ankita’s dad
Kyoungsoo Kim

Min’s dad
Tita Ouvreloeil

Josh’s mom
Augusto Morais

Eric’s dad
Kalpana Krishnan 

Avigna’s mom

Three words to 
describe your child Hayward hummus head the sleep machine stubborn fat pig Smart, moody, strong at peak performance fun-sized child

Why did you have this 
child?

his older sister got too big 
to cuddle 

bc mom wanted a mini-me 
(insult) It was a mistake~ So he could be better than 

me
to have somebody to watch 

movies with
i ask myself that question 

a lot

One great thing about 
him/her?

he organizes the pantry for 
me 

she is a burp magnet? 
(idk what this means)

We never have leftover 
rice.

He's tall and changes all 
the light bulbs his height (all 78+ inches) she's not like me

Girls Varsity Crew Captains Maintain Team Spirit
Kyle ParK ’23

SPortS aSSociate

Due to the current COVID-19 
pandemic, the Lawrenceville Girls 
Crew team has not been competing 
during the spring season. However, 
Crew Captains Samika Hariharan 
’20 and Audrey Craighead ’20 have 
displayed the leadership and resilience 
needed to make the most out of these 
times. Hariharan emphasized that 
“competition is a huge part of pushing 
[the team] during [the] crew season,” 
and the competition the team has had 
during this unusual spring term is 
“bringing the girls together.” 

The girls crew team has been com-
pleting a series of weekly challenges 
where the whole team of about 30 
virtual participants is divided into 
smaller sets of mini-teams consisting 
of four or five rowers. Sharing work-
out schedules and plans through on-
line platforms such as Haiku, the cap-
tains have made the various activities 
and workout routines the team can 
engage accessible: high-intensity in-
terval training (HIIT) cardio workout 
videos, erging and running workouts, 

system has sparked a sense of motiva-
tion and competition among the row-
ers that would have otherwise been 
lost due to the season’s cancelation. 

Despite the forced social distanc-
ing, the team continues to stay united 
through the aforementioned work-
outs along with weekly Zoom calls. 
On Mondays, for an hour, the team 
meets virtually to discuss results of 
the week, provide a preview of the up-
coming week, conduct goal-planning 
and evaluation sessions in breakout 
rooms, and give the opportunity for 

seniors or coaches to talk about their 
rowing experience. The Zoom calls 
each week are a good time for team 
bonding while also allowing the cap-
tains to track everyone’s progress. The 
calls are followed by either a Big Red 
Strength and Conditioning workout 
or a power circuit as a team before 
breaking out for cardio. Furthermore, 
both captains are thankful that the 
virtual experience still allows up-
perclassmen “to meet so many new 
underclassmen.” The weekly meetups 
have been a great time for the coaches 
and rowers to build a stronger and 
more dynamic team. 

Though the team has found mul-
tiple ways to train at home and stay in 
shape, one of the aspects of the crew 
season that Hariharan and Craighead 
miss most is getting “out on the water 
with [the] team.” Both Hariharan and 
Craighead believe that crew requires 
“a lot of work” but at the same time 
is enjoyable when the team has light 
practices on Sundays, during team 
dinners or bus rides, or relaxing at the 
parent’s tent after a successful regatta.  

As for the seniors and captains, 
they will not be able to row alongside 

power circuits, pilates, yoga, stretches, 
etc. The team has been training on-
line with a point-based system, with 
each workout accounting for a certain 
number of points; a full three points 
are awarded if the entire team, in-
cluding the coxswains, complete the 
posted workout for the day. Workouts 
may range from strength, cardio, and 
flexibility pieces. At the end of the 
week, the two captains tally up the 
team points for a winning team and 
recognize the 10 individuals with the 
most points earned. The point-based 

the new members of the crew team. 
Thus, Hariharan offered some ad-
vice for the underclassmen: “Though 
crew is super time consuming and 
often quite stressful, it is truly some-
thing special with its ability to bring 
together a team like no other sport. 
Appreciate it while it lasts, and give it 
your all to make the most of it.” She 
added by highlighting the importance 
of putting in the work on the ergom-
eter or otherwise during the winter to 
smoothly transition into the spring 
season. 

Throughout the remaining Spring 
Term, the team is looking forward 
to completing its daily challenges 
and participating in an end-of-year 
Zoom banquet with Head Coach 
Bernadette Teeley. While the captains 
are missing out on their V Form sea-
son, Craighead and Hariharan will 
both continue their crew journeys at 
Dartmouth College and Georgetown 
University, respectively. Hariharan 
reflected, saying, “Though I think my 
rowing career will end after college, I 
am looking forward to getting to be 
part of a team again and [continuing] 
to improve.”

Deciding on the Premier League Champion
Mac DilatuSh ’21

FeatureS aSSociate

When COVID-19 necessitated the 
suspension of the Premier League, 
Liverpool F.C. stood 25 points clear atop 
the table. Even if its closest competition, 
Pep Guardiola’s Manchester City F.C., 
went undefeated for the rest of the 
season, two wins from nine remaining 
games would have crowned Liverpool 
Premier League champions for the first 
time since 1990. Subsequently, many 
former and active players, including rival 
Chelsea F.C. defender Antonio Rudiger, 
have called for Liverpool to be awarded 
the title, assuming the current season’s 
discontinuation. Those in Rudiger’s 
camp argue that Liverpool’s eventual 
victory would have been inevitable, but 
opponents worry that awarding the title 
could open a can of worms regarding 
European placement and relegation, 
both of which have substantial fiscal 
repercussions, which are potentially as 
severe as determining a club’s death 
or survival. However, analyzing the 
French Ligue 1’s decision regarding its 
2020 champions reveals that awarding 
the title results in little added financial 
mishap. Moreover, soccer leagues do not 
utilize a playoff system so awarding a 
champion based on current results still 
fairly reflects the general method used 

to place teams. Therefore, the Premier 
League leadership should cut its losses, 
name Liverpool the winner, and begin 
planning the next season.

After French Prime Minister Edouard 
Philippe barred all sporting events until 
September 2020, Paris Saint-Germain 
F.C. was declared Ligue 1’s victors with 
11 games left unplayed. At the time, 
they held a 12 point lead on second 
place Olympique de Marseille. European 
placement was also decided based on the 
incomplete table, and the bottom two 
teams, Amiens SC and Toulouse FC, were 
relegated, replaced by the top two second-
tier teams. As predicted, lawsuits emerged. 
Olympique Lyonnais (Lyon) vowed to 

appeal the decision, claiming “several 
tens of millions of euros” in damages 
after missing European qualification by 
eight points. Amiens and Toulouse each 
suggested they would take legal action as 
well. Despite Lyon’s strong threat, French 
Minister of Sports Roxana Maracineanu 
seemed unconcerned about the lawsuits: 
“If they want to go to court, let them go…
The sports movement is autonomous…
This is valid for professional and amateur 
sport[s] alike.” Maracineanu’s public 
lack of concern suggests Lyon’s appeal, 
and therefore Toulouse’s and Amiens’s 
as well, is unlikely to be successful, and 
Lyon’s lack of support from other Ligue 
1 teams corroborates that. 

Accordingly, lawsuits shouldn’t be 
a major deterrent for the Premier 
League, especially since the alternative—
not finalizing the table or naming a 
champion—might also produce lawsuits. 
Promotion and European qualification 
provide significant income for clubs; 
England’s best second-tier clubs might 
appeal if not promoted, and the same goes 
for English teams currently set to qualify 
for Europe. Lawsuits and subsequent 
financial fear should not stop England’s 
Football Association from granting 
Liverpool the title they earned. 

Further, unlike the U.S.’s major sports 
leagues which use a playoff to determine 
a champion, not the regular season 

results, the current Premier League table 
accurately reflects the performance of 
each team. The Premier League shirks 
playoffs, instead using a point system 
that determines the champion after 38 
games, weighing each game equally. 
Thus, the current table, reporting this 
season’s substantive 29 game sample 
size, can serve as a fair measurement of 
each team’s ability and be used to fairly 
name a champion, determine promotion, 
and assign European qualification since 
the Premier League table always reflects 
each team’s position in comparison to all 
other teams.

Liverpool was far ahead of its peers 
when the season shut down; its 25 point 
lead was effectively insurmountable. 
Recognizing its standing, the Union of 
European Football Associations President 
Aleksander Ceferin, whose organization 
determines which clubs qualify for the 
Europe-wide tournaments, asserted that 
Liverpool should win the title “one way 
or another…in an empty stadium or…
the green table [for negotiations]” since a 
“champion should be determined.” Given 
the need to name European qualifiers, 
the lack of serious financial deterrent in 
choosing a champion, and Liverpool’s 
enormous lead, the Premier League 
should skip the suspense and present 
the award. Even if the final 11 games are 
canceled, Liverpool earned it. 

Courtesy of The Lawrenceville School

Courtesy of This Is Anfield

Pictured above: Craighead, left, Hariharan, right.

Liverpool captain Jordan Henderson and coach Jurgen Klopp celebrate a victory.


